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who are very far removed from socialism. Mr. Thomas G.
Shearman, for instance, while indeed limiting the definition
of indirect taxes more narrowly than Lassalle, is equally
extravagant in his statement of their incidence and effects.1
The more modern and more scientific view, on the other
hand, is that there is nothing inherently bad about an indi-
rect tax, just as there is nothing inherently good about a
direct tax. It depends entirely upon what kind of a direct
or indirect tax it is. There are some good indirect taxes
which do not fall on the laborer at all; just as there are some
bad direct taxes which, as we shall see later, do fall on the
laborer.

1 Natural Taxation. An Inquiry into the Practicability, Justice and Effects
of a Scientific and Natural Method of Taxation. By Thomas G. Shearman.
New York, 1895. See esp. chap, ii, " Crooked Taxation."